Statement of some borderless & transnational leftists and anarchists* on the
conflict in Israel-Palestine

For decades, the escalating conflict in the territory of Israel and Palestine has been repeated.
Since 7 October 2023, there have been many thousands more dead, wounded, tortured and
imprisoned, following new escalations by a Hamas attack and counter-attacks by Israel. This is
only the peak of the nightmare that Palestinian and Israeli civil society has been suffering for
years.

We deeply condemn the brutal crimes of Hamas against the Israeli civilian population and
distance ourselves from Hamas, which uses the freedom of Palestinians for its political, anti-
Semitic and religious purposes. We also condemn the crimes of the State of Israel's highly armed
military attacks on the Palestinian civilian population. The Hamas attack cannot justify the
permanent and military declaration of war on the Palestinian population. The events of the past
few days show that Israel's decades-long strategy of imprisoning millions of people in a besieged
area surrounded by fences, surveillance technology and snipers, regularly bombed and with no
possibility of living a dignified life, does not work out. We mourn the dead, we remember the
inhuman suffering of the families of both populations - in Israel and in Palestine. Neither the
highly armed militarists of the Israeli state nor Hamas care about the fate of the people in Israel
and Gaza and other occupied Palestinian territories. The civilian population of both sides are
hostages of the rulers, collectively punished, abused and used. When Israeli planes bomb the
Gaza Strip, Hamas and its jihadist allies only gain new recruits; from their point of view, all
Israelis, all Jews all over the world are enemies. Likewise, when Hamas launches missiles at
Israeli territories, more Israeli people turn to "their" state, which apparently protects them and
promises security. In recent months, a broad emancipatory movement has organized many
struggles against the right-wing government and its right-wing policies in Israel. Now it is feared
that large parts of the population will again seek protection from this state and demand retaliation
against the "Arabs". It is a vicious circle that produces nationalism, hatred and suffering again
and again.

In addition, there are other actors. Among others, various nationalist Islamist states such as Iran,
Turkey and the Arab Gulf states, which supposedly stand by the Palestinian people, but are now,
for example, closing their borders to the refugees from Gaza. On the other hand, imperialist states
such as the USA, Germany and Europe unconditionally support the state of Israel. Both fronts of
the supporting states are themselves involved in a nationalist, racist and warlike logic. How can
Europe and the USA, which are currently waging several wars in the world, enable the people of
Israel and Palestine to live together peacefully? How can states like Iran, Turkey and Arab states,
which themselves commit genocides against Kurdish, Yezidi, Armenian, Baluchi, Arab and Alevi
populations, establish peace in Palestine and Israel? While the Turkish President Erdogan has
been calling for an end to the attacks on Gaza for days and staging himself as a peacemaker, at
the same time the Turkish military is bombing water and energy supplies, hospitals and schools in
northern Syria, the Kurdish areas around Rojava. Similarly, the Iranian regime cannot make peace
for Palestine because Iran itself has been depriving people of freedom for decades. Executions,
femicides, racism, anti-Semitism, arrests, murders of dissidents are on their daily agenda.

The Israeli occupation, settlement policy and expulsion of the Palestinians is an essential reason
for the conflict we are currently seeing. As long as the occupation policy is maintained,
settlements are expanded and the wall continues to be built, resistance against it is not only
legitimate, but necessary for the sake of lasting peaceful coexistence. A real prospect for a
peaceful solution to the Palestine-Israel conflict cannot be found in the ruling, powerful, right-
wing and capitalist states, nor in a totalitarian anti-Semitic terrorist group like Hamas or other
power structures in Palestine, but only in the resistance of the exploited and oppressed to bury the
ruling, nationalist, racist and colonialist logic. The terrorist attacks by anti-Semitic and anti-
feminist jihadists are a major obstacle to freedom and human coexistence in the region.



Our role models are Jews and other Israelis who take their struggles to the streets in Israel, who
are against capitalist war, against occupation, against military service and against racism and
sexism. Our model is an internationalist left and anarchists who are struggling for a world without
exploitation, without class and without a fatherland. It has no fatherland and nations in whose
nationalist ideology it could lose itself. We support the Israeli anti-war movement, especially the
conscientious objectors of the Israeli army and the soldiers who refuse to be deployed in the
occupied territories. Especially now that the Israeli Defence Minister Gallant wants to send
reservists to the military and war against Palestinians. We stand in solidarity with the common
struggle of Jews and Palestinians for affordable housing, for equal rights. We especially support
oppositional Israeli and Palestinian people and groups who strive for cooperation and equal rights
for all parts of the population, who oppose racist settlement policies and forced evictions, and
who distance themselves from dominant nationalist discourses. We stand in solidarity with
Palestinians who have been part of projects of common understanding for years and who fight
against anti-Semitism in Palestine and Israel.

In this country, a broad front of Western states, Jewish institutions, political parties and parts of
the left-liberal professional functionaries in universities and think tanks agree in unconditional
solidarity with the Israeli nation state. The German responsibility for the mass murder of Jews is
instrumentalized and turned into a ban on silence towards the crimes of the Israeli state. Neither
is anti-Semitism being fought in German society, nor is the rise of the AFD and broad-based anti-
Semitism in all circles of the population in Germany being addressed. Instead, anti-Semitism is
projected onto Palestinian and Muslim people and is then used to criminalize them and threaten
their safety. The founding of the state of Israel and the Nakba cannot be separated from the
history of European anti-Semitism; both are thus also part of our common history. It is shameful
that oppressive and belligerent nation states are defended and that critics of these policies and the
Palestinian diaspora are not being listened to. It is intolerable that German weapons are used in
the war against Palestinians and we do nothing about it. It is abhorrent that last week Jewish
people, including our accomplices, were afraid to go to synagogues and their houses were marked
with Stars of David, it is unacceptable that it is dangerous to wear Jewish symbols in certain parts
of cities or at rallies because people are threatened and beaten up for anti-Semitic motives. The
so-called Western states are deeply complicit in this anti-Semitic and anti-Palestinian incitement.
True anti-Semites and anti-Palestinians are states that are not interested in peaceful solutions but
try to spread a warlike logic.

Dear emancipatory and anti-authoritarian freedom fighters in Palestine and Israel!

To you we say: Your struggle is our struggle and together we want to fight all chauvinism!
For a classless society, free from exploitation, colonialism, racism, anti-Semitism, sexism
and oppression! For a world without nation states and authorities and the violence they
impose on us!

With Gaza's borders closed to Israel and Egypt, even before the war, decent living
conditions for the population were made impossible and they had nowhere to flee to.
Therefore, the main demand is:

Open borders for people! Close the borders for all weapons!

The text was written jointly by some leftist and anarchist diaspora activists from the Middle East
and Jewish people.



