
From February 17 to 19, 2023, as in every year, members of the governments of NATO 
countries and selected other countries, militarists, war strategists and arms lobbyists, arms 
industrialists  and  intelligence  representatives  will  meet  in  Munich.  They  have 
conversations to  continue to  shape the world according to their  own interests,  which 
means hunger, crisis, war, militarization and violence for millions of people.
A broad alliance of left wing internationalists is mobilizing again this year against this so 
called "security conference" in Munich.

We, as internationalist left Iranians support the counter call and will participate in the 
protests
https://www.sicherheitskonferenz.info/de/Aufruf-SiKo-Proteste-2023

Since the formation of NATO during the Cold War, conflicts between imperial powers 
like  the  USA,  Russia,  China  about  the  division  of  the  world  are  carried  out  on  the 
shoulders of the poor people worldwide and especially at the expense of poor people 
living in the Global South.
Currently, we are witnessing how the warring states of Russia, the Ukraine, the USA and 
European countries want to convince the whole world to accept the terrible victims of 
war, with a chauvinistic rhetoric and under the pretext of beating back the enemy.
We strongly condemn any war: the war in Afghanistan, Iraq and Yemen, lead by the 
NATO, as  well  as  the  Russian war  of  aggression and the war  of  aggression and the 
occupation of Ukraine.
We won’t  be pulled into these imperialist  conflicts and wars between NATO, Russia, 
China, Israel and Iran.
We advise the people - especially the Russian and Ukrainian people - not to be influenced 
by the national and chauvinist propaganda. The victims of these conflicts are millions of 
innocent people and not the capitalist states. Many people are being forced into military 
service through lies or even violence.
All of the warring parties participate in the destruction of the livelihoods of millions of 
people,  forcing  them  to  flee,  for  example  in  the  Kurdish  regions,  in  Yemen  and 
Afghanistan, Kosovo, Ukraine.

One of the most important topics besides the war in Ukraine will be on the agenda of the 
security  conference  will  be  the  Iran.  For  this  purpose  the  organizers  of  the  security 
conference have invited the Iranian monarchist Reza Pahlavi and the alleged women's 
rights activist Masieh Alinejad.

The  nationwide  uprising  in  Iran,  especially  by  women,  in  the  last  five  months,  the 
liberating movement of "Jin, Jiyan, Azadî", inspired by the History of the struggles of the 
Kurdish  people,  brought  the  people  to  the  streets  to  demand independence  from the 
tyranny of  the  Islamic  regime.  The uprising became a  magnificent  symphony with  a 
variety  of  voices  from  the  most  voiceless  people  in  the  region.  As  a  result  of  this 
resistance over 20.000 people were imprisoned and 700 killed so far.

Fact is, that the Western imperialists have never been champions of democracy or the 
interests of workers or women's emancipation and never will be, neither in Iran, nor in 
their own countries, nor anywhere else. We only have to look at the corrupt regimes that 



NATO countries have installed through their wars in Iraq, in
Afghanistan,  in  Kosovo.  Or let's  look at  their  allies,  like Saudi  Arabia,  a  reactionary 
religious dictatorship, stirring up ethnic and religious sectarianism everywhere. Or Israel, 
another reactionary regime, whose brutal oppression of the Palestinians reveals a total 
disregard for human life.
The current protest movement in Iran is definitely not conducted by the monarchy, but is 
a  reaction  to  patriarchal   and  racial-ethnic  oppression  and  capitalist  exploitation  for 
centuries. Nationalism and racism have been in Iran for centuries. Until today a tradition 
of the Pahlavi dynasty. In 1925, Reza Shah established his Power, with the help of the 
British imperialism through racist "ethnic cleansing", mainly affecting Arabs, Kurds and 
Baluchis. He established a nation-state with a "Persian Aryan" culture. He has identified 
himself with an "Aryan master race" and with fascism.
Evin Prison, which the Islamic Republic uses for thousands of imprisonments, notorious 
for  its  cruel  prison conditions,  was founded by Reza Pahlavi's  father  to imprison his 
political opponents.

Reza Pahlavi is a monarchist who lives in the U.S. off the inherited wealth that his father 
squeezed out of Iran's poor population. The decades of systematic crimes and human 
rights violations committed by his father and grandfather during their rule of Iran were 
never addressed by Reza.
On the contrary, he proudly tries to remarket the Monarchy rejected by the majority of the 
Iranian People, aided with political and financial help by Western States and especially 
Saudi Arabia.

We  have  to  keep  recalling  the  oppressions  and  disenfranchisements  by  the  Pahlevi 
dynasty. The racist Persian-centrism persists in the constructed nation state of Iran to this 
day, and it is fostered by the fascistoid Islamic regime.  Added to this is a religiously 
based nationalism calling itself on Shiism.

After the murder of Jina by the Iranian repressive apparatus and the subsequent uprisings, 
bourgeois politicians in many Western countries joined the solidarity protests under the 
motto solidarity protests under the slogan "Jin Jiyan Azadi" in cynical self-interest.
Some  have  even  cut  their  hair  to  feign  support  for  the  Iranian  women  and  held 
hypocritical speeches about Human Rights.
Currently, in addition to the previous sanctions, they started a new campaign, namely the 
"sponsorships for political prisoners". In the last few months, Reza Pahlavi and still other 
right-wing celebrities have called for even more sanctions by Western countries against 
Iran. For years, the sanctions have primarily affected Iranian workers and poorer sections 
of the population and not the ruling elites of the Islamic regime. In the same way
"political  sponsorships"  have  not  changed  the  fate  of  political  prisoners  in  Iran  or 
anywhere else in the world. Zeynab_Jalalian - a Kurdish activist who has been in prison 
for 15 years - has a political sponsor in the German parliament. But she said he was not 
even useful for an international political publicity.
The  whole  thing  is  a  new business  model  in  which  some politicians,  such  as  right-
wingers, oppositional monarchists and social-democrats commodify the life of Iranian 
militants' lives to gain political profit from it.
Never  ever  will  this  right  wing  opposition  and  the  hypocritical  human  rights 



representatives find a solution for the oppressed of the global south.
On the contrary,  the repression in Iran,  Turkey and every corner  of  the world in the 
Global  South  is  intimately  linked  to  the  preservation  of  "normality"  in  the  capitalist 
centers of the Global North.
The freedom movement in Iran has been supressed with systematic violence for years by 
modern weapons and technologies, also from Germany and the West. If with the most 
modern German or western weapons in the hands of the Iranian and Turkish regimes, 
freedom movements are suppressed the repression is connected with the maintenance of 
global capitalism.

The warmongering of the German government as a part of the Western states is shown in 
the pseudo-feminism of the German foreign minister Annalena Baerbock, who wants to 
bring about  "peace"  in  Ukraine with  billions   being put  into  military  equipment  and 
armament. Or soon perhaps „liberating“ Iranian women by military interventions. 

At the same time,  Afghan women and the poor population are being abandoned. 
At the same time the delivery of weapons to Saudi Arabia is increasing.
At the same time, Turkey systematically massacres the Kurdish population, also with 
german Weapons.

Therefore, this fake solidarity with "Jin Jiyan Azadi" as part of the conference, most of 
the European politicians as well as the German foreign minister is pure hypocrisy.

We as the left must not simply leave the international stage to the representatives of the 
Munich Security Conference.
In the meantime, the Islamic Republic has used the time of the verbal attacks of the 
imperialists and the right-wing opposition in order to exploit the workers as well as the 
repressions,  and  has  justified  the  repression,  denouncing  the  movement  as  "remote-
controlled by the West" and to portray itself  as anti  imperialist.  This is  unfortunately 
supported by pseudo-leftists in many countries, who ignore the freedom movement of 
millions of women and workers and dismiss them with the same arguments as the Iranian 
regime.

Many conflicts  among the states  are  based on geostrategic  interests.  The geopolitical 
interests  of  Putin,  the  U.S.,  Scholz,  Macron,  the  Saudi  royal  family,  or  the  Iranian 
mullahs must not distract us from the content of the protests.
We must refuse to evaluate the protest in Iran in geopolitical terms against one and for the 
others, because geopolitics is the accumulation of power and is never compatible with 
freedom and emancipation from below.
We must neither become allies of Putin and China, nor become allies of the NATO West.
Both  Reza  Pahlavi  and  the  alleged  women's  rights  activist  Masih  Alinejad  are 
representatives of the neoliberal capitalist system.
Just chasing away the Islamic regime is not enough for us. But we support the movement 
in the streets,  in the factories,  in the universities,  a  freedom movement from and for 
below, for self determination of all decisions.
For us, an international solidarity has to come from below, so that people can exercise 
their self-determination in all areas.



We confront the hypocrisies of the western or eastern imperialists with their neoliberal 
programs.
We are on the side of the people who are against repression, patriarchy, exploitation and 
racism, who are risking their lives on the streets and who are trying to take their lives into 
their  own  hands.mTherefore,  it  is  an  international  duty  of  solidarity  to  support  this 
movement.

Against the wars of capitalism, our answer is social war.

Against the wars of capitalism our answer is class struggle, struggle against patriarchy, 
against racism and nationalism. 

Against the "security conference" of the ruling states in Munich on February 18th, at 1 
p.m. in Munich at the Stachus
 
Some Iranian leftists in exile


